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594 Reviews of Books 

Compendia de la Historia General de America. Por Carlos Na- 
varro Y Lamarca. Prologo de D. Eduardo de Hinojosa. 
(Buenos Aires: Angel Estrada y Compania. 19 lo. Pp. xxxii, 
529-) 

Among the history text-books used in the educational institutions of 
Latin America none, in the judgment of the reviewer, is comparable in 
potential value with this treatise by Dr. Navarro. Though adapted 
specifically to the "necessities of Argentine education" (p. xiii), the 
work ought to displace throughout Spanish-speaking countries all exist- 
ing manuals on the period with which it deals. As a text-book, modern 
in design and execution, it needs only a careful revision to enable it to 
take rank with the best of the treatises of its class to be found anywhere. 
So far as handiness of form, compactness, light and flexible covers, 
clearness of print, quality of paper, and employment of colors in illus- 
tration are concerned, the work is altogether commendable. In some 
respects, indeed, the author appears to have followed, rather too zealously 
perhaps, the American article as his model. He is to be congratulated, 
also, on his familiarity with a large number of the best sources of 
information. 

The initial chapter of the work contains a series of pedagogical sug- 
gestions explanatory of the purpose and method of treatment. Then 
follow 359 pages devoted to prehistoric and aboriginal America and 166 
pages given over to an account of the process of discovery through the 
voyage of Magellan. Another volume will trace the history of the 
various colonies up to the attainment of their independence from Great 
Britain, Spain, and Portugal. 

In the introduction, preface, and preliminary chapter attention is 
called to the defective materials and methods employed in the teaching 
of history in Latin America. The text-books are antiquated in form, 
suffer from dogmatism, inaccuracy, and partiality, and are overladen, 
besides, with details of scant educational value. None of them contains 
anything like a critical bibliography of the chief sources and secondary 
works. Accordingly the lessons in history amount to Httle more than a 
sterile exercise in memorizing, with the slightest possible regard for 
independent thought, or for investigation by the laboratory system. 

Praiseworthy as Dr. Navarro's effort is, the reviewer doubts whether 
the book, as it stands, is a practical working manual. Enthusiastic over 
his array of referencias in the foot-notes and at the end of the chapters, 
the author does not take into sufficient consideration, either the ability 
or the inclination of teachers and pupils to read the languages, especially 
English, in which so many of the works mentioned are written, even if 
such works were actually, or for some time likely to be, accessible in 
Latin America. Allusions to European archives and to catalogues of 
European libraries as sources of information seem rather ambitious for 
what is after all a school text. The arrangement of the referencias at 
times is perilously near a jumble, particularly since the persons for whom 
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they are intended have little or no acquaintance with many of the names 
and titles quoted. Too little care is taken to insure an orderly and intelli- 
gible use of dates. Omission of the dates and places of publication of 
works cited, the employment of confusing abbreviations, the misspelling 
of proper names, and a Spanish inclination to regard the middle name as 
of equal importance with the last one are only too abundant. Though it 
may be conceded that a " systematic knowledge of aboriginal life is a 
very important part of American history" (p. xvi), the amount of 
space allotted to it is quite excessive. Numerous minor slips and dubious 
assertions, finally, require correction before the book will fit the ideal 
that it so conscientiously strives to represent. 

William R. Shepherd. 



History of Plymouth Plantation, 1620-164/. By William Brad- 
ford. [Edited by Worthington C. Ford.] In two volumes. 
( Boston : Houghton Mifflin Company for the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society. Pp. xvi, 452 ; xiii, 462. ) 

Among those who both made and sang the great epic of successful 
EngHsh settlement in America three names are pre-eminent, The first 
is Captain John Smith, whose stirring, though somewhat strident, 
Generall Historie of Virginia and of his own deeds therein has of late 
appeared in one edition in England (Arber), in another in Scotland 
(MacLehose), and in a third in America {Original Narratives series). 

The second is Governor William Bradford. His History of Plymouth 
Plantation does not, like Smith's work, embody merely the energy and 
aggressive ambition of one masterful man. It rather breathes forth the 
profound convictions and austere ideals of a powerful though obscure 
movement and a Cause to which the devoted leader of the Plymouth 
colony cheerfully subordinated himself. 

The third is he who wrote the history of the Bay colony. Governor 
John Winthrop, in many ways the most fortunate of them all. 

Bradford's History has already appeared in four distinct editions. 
The first was published in 1856 by the Massachusetts Historical Society 
under the supervision of Mr. Charles Deane from a transcript of the 
original manuscript, which was then in Fulham Palace Library, London. 
In 1897, this manuscript was given to the state of Massachusetts and 
deposited in the state library. The legislature authorized the publication 
of an edition in 1901, which was avowedly a reprint of the text of the 
Deane edition of 1856. Seven years later William Thomas Davis of 
Plymouth edited the History for Dr. Jameson's series of Original Nar- 
ratives of American History. All of these editions have made some 
omissions from the text. 

The only complete edition of the Bradford manuscript, prior to this 
time, is a photographic reproduction in facsimile, made in 1895, with 
an introduction by John Andrew Doyle. 

The Massachusetts Historical Society now presents, with the efficient 



